
Debate Class

Class 1 
• Warm up 
• Understanding debate (process, 

formats, tournaments) 
• Debate examples 
• Rules for competitive debating 
• Public speaking 
• Argumentation: Assertion, 

reasoning, evidence 
• Watching a debate

Edward Povey



Warm up topics 

Silly debates!



Warm up topics

Silly debates! 
• New topic 

• Quickly choose A or B (each student 
should be one) 

• 1 minute preparation time - think 
about main points, reasons, 
arguments, evidence 

• 1 minute only side A speaks 

• 1 minute only side B speaks 

• 1 minute final discussion where you 
can discuss together your arguments 
and agree/disagree.





VS.



VS.



VS.



VS.



VS.



VS.iPhone Android / 
Samsung





Debate Language

What debate expressions did you use? 

Make a list of expressions that you used for saying your 
opinion, agreeing, disagreeing, giving reasons, etc. 

Examples: 

I completely disagree with… 
That’s a good point, but… 
According to… 
An example of this is…



Debate Language

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VVFwNo_29I 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VVFwNo_29I


Debate Language



Debate Language

4 categories

Expressions

Match the 
expressions 
and write 

them in the 
table.





Introduction to debate

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TSkkxu8on0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VVFwNo_29I


Introduction to debate



Introduction to debate



Introduction to debate



Introduction to debate

Which of these 
is most 
important and 
useful? 

Discuss with 
your partner.



Debate process

Four main components: 

• Topics for debate 
• Defined sides (for and against) 
• Order of speeches 
• Criteria of evaluation



Debate process

Order of speeches 
PDP (Public Debate Program) Format: 

(Preparation time) 
1.1st speaker, proposition  
2.1st speaker, opposition 
3.2nd speaker, proposition  
4.2nd speaker, opposition 

(Preparation time) 
5.Rebuttal speaker, opposition 
6.Rebuttal speaker, proposition 

We will use a simplified version of this format.

6 minutes 
6 minutes 
6 minutes 
6 minutes 

5 minutes 
5 minutes



Debate process

Rules 
PDP (Public Debate Program) 

• Teams are randomly assigned a side (prop or opp) 

• Teams have 20-30 minutes to prepare 

• Notes are written on colored paper (each side different) 

• Reading prepared speech is prohibited (notes ok) 

• Judge must explain scoring

We will use a simplified version of this format.



Debate process

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_44DUadtPjo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_44DUadtPjo


Debate process

1st proposition speech 



Debate process

Let’s practice: 
All people 
should become 
vegetarian



Debate process

Now write a rebuttal (opposition) to your argument. 
All people should become vegetarian



Debate process

Public speaking 

How you speak and communicate are important. 

• Volume - increase volume, project your voice 

• Pace - sometimes fast, sometimes slow 

• Emphasis - strong intonation on key points 

• Pauses - after big statements 



Debate process

Non-verbal 

• Relax your body before your speech 

• Eye contact with audience 

• Gestures to emphasize key points 

• Move around, but not too much!  



Debate process

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F84Y0jQwG0w 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F84Y0jQwG0w


Powerful debate words

Duty 
Efficient 
Focus 
Forward 
Freedom 
Guarantee 
Identity 
Immediate 
Implement 
Improve 
Innovate 
Justice 
Key 
Liberty 
Lifesaving 

Manage 
Mobilize 
Overcome 
Plan 
Prevent 
Progress 
Protection 
Responsibility 
Security 
Simplify 
Solve 
Suddenly 
Superior 
Tradition 
Triumph 

Truth 
Ultimate 
Urgent 
As evidence shows 
At last 
Call to action 
Important development  
Last chance 
New technique 
Now is the time 
On the brink 

Write 5 sentences using these words. 
Computer games are too violent. 
Every student should attend university. 
North and South Korea should unite.  



Debate process

Argumentation: A.R.E. 

1. Assertion - claim, statement, opinion 

2. Reasoning - because… (multiple) 

3. Evidence - proof of reason 

I deserve a good grade in class (assertion) because I have 
worked hard this year (reasoning). For example, I wrote 
a long research paper and turned in all of my homework 
on time (evidence). 

Let’s practice. 
Why do you deserve more pocket money from your 
parents?











https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMEwVXv2aQc 

Arirang high school debate (Part 1) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMEwVXv2aQc


Debate topics 

• Junk food should be taxed 
• South Korea should implement a 4-day work week 
• South Korea should introduce Universal Basic Income 
• Should parents be allowed to choose their baby's gender? 
• Should Covid vaccinations be mandatory? 
• Should school homework be banned? 
• Are single-sex schools better for student learning and mental health? 
• The internet should be banned from schools 
• Sports stars are paid too much money 
• Computer games are too violent 
• Every student should attend university 
• North and South Korea should unite 
• Plastic bags should be banned 
• All people should become vegetarian 
• Humans should colonize space and other planets 
• Social media should be banned for young people 
• Men and women have achieved equality 
• Men and women should have different roles in society 
• Women are smarter than men




