
YL Materials Design & Development

Today’s class 
• Review 

• Realia 

• 16 features of ELT materials 

• Homework
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REVIEW



Types of Syllabus 

•grammatical or structural 
•functional-notional 
•situational 
•skills-based 
•topic-focused

REVIEW



PRACTICAL 
TECHNIQUE

Realia & Toys 

• tactile learners  
• meaningful 
• experience 
• demonstration 
• interactive

Magic Bag / Box 

• gets interest 
• good for curiosity 
• vocabulary 
• flashcards/realia



PRACTICAL 
TECHNIQUE

Task: Realia activities 

1. Decide the target language (vocabulary / expressions for 
your realia. 

2. Create a 3-4 step activity with your realia. Remember: 
input -> output 

3. Create a worksheet or printed material to use with the 
realia. 

4. Present to another group.



Tomlinson’s Introduction

Let’s look at Tomlinson’s 
recommendations in more detail



Tomlinson’s Introduction: Discuss your three choices
1. Materials should achieve impact 
2. Materials should help learners to feel at ease 
3. Materials should help learners to develop confidence 
4. Materials should meet learners’ needs 
5. Materials should require and facilitate learner self-investment 
6. Learners must be ready to acquire the points being taught 
7. Materials should expose the learners to language in authentic use 
8. The learners’ attention should be drawn to linguistic features of the input 
9. Materials should provide the learners with opportunities to use the target 

language to achieve communicative purposes 
10. Materials should take into account that the positive effects of instruction 

(teaching) are usually delayed 
11. Materials should take into account that learners differ in learning styles 
12. Materials should take into account that learners differ in affective factors, 

attitudes and motivation 
13. Materials should permit a silent period at the beginning of instruction 
14. Materials should maximise learning potential by encouraging intellectual 

aesthetic and emotional involvement which stimulates both right and left brain 
activities. 

15. Materials should not rely too much on controlled practice 
16. Materials should provide opportunities for outcome feedback



Tomlinson’s Introduction

1. Materials should achieve impact



Tomlinson’s Introduction

2. Materials should help learners feel at ease



Tomlinson’s Introduction

Build rapport by sharing aspects of your self ~^^



Tomlinson’s Introduction

3. Materials should help learners develop confidence



4. TL should be relevant and useful

Tomlinson’s Introduction



5. Facilitate self-investment and discovery

Tomlinson’s Introduction



6. Learners should be ready to acquire the TL

Tomlinson’s Introduction



7. Materials should expose the learners to authentic 
language

Tomlinson’s Introduction



8. Learners attention should be drawn to the 
linguistic features of the input

Tomlinson’s Introduction



Complete the table with 
examples of materials 
and activities you have 
seen or used that fit with 
the recommendations 
made by Tomlinson.

e.g. photos, surveys, puppet, 
menu, PPT, newspaper, 
video clips, role-plays, etc.

TASK - pp.86-87



9. Materials should provide opportunities to use 
language for communicative purposes

Tomlinson’s Introduction



10. Materials should take into account the positive 
effects of instruction are usually delayed

Tomlinson’s Introduction



11. Materials should take into account that learners have 
different learning styles

Tomlinson’s Introduction



12. Materials should take into account that learners differ 
in affective attitude

Tomlinson’s Introduction



13. Materials should permit a silent period at the start of 
instruction

Tomlinson’s Introduction



14. Materials should maximize learning potential

Tomlinson’s Introduction



15. Materials should not rely too much on controlled 
practice

Tomlinson’s Introduction



16. Materials should provide opportunities for outcome 
feedback

Tomlinson’s Introduction



Complete the table with 
examples of materials 
you have seen or used 
that fit with the 
recommendations made 
by Tomlinson.

TASK - pp.86-87



Materials HW for Next Week:

1. Read the Week 5 ‘Evaluating ELT materials’ 


