
YL Materials Design & Development

Today’s class 
• Review 

• 16 features of ELT materials 

• Evaluating coursebooks 

• Homework



Tomlinson’s Introduction

1. Materials should achieve impact



Tomlinson’s Introduction

2. Materials should help learners feel at ease



Tomlinson’s Introduction

Build rapport by sharing aspects of your self ~^^



Tomlinson’s Introduction

3. Materials should help learners develop confidence



4. TL should be relevant and useful

Tomlinson’s Introduction



5. Facilitate self-investment and discovery

Tomlinson’s Introduction



6. Learners should be ready to acquire the TL (i+1)

Tomlinson’s Introduction



7. Materials should expose the learners to authentic language

Tomlinson’s Introduction



8. Learners attention should be drawn to the 
linguistic features of the input

Tomlinson’s Introduction



9. Materials should provide opportunities to use 
language for communicative purposes

Tomlinson’s Introduction



10. Materials should take into account the positive 
effects of instruction are usually delayed

Tomlinson’s Introduction



11. Materials should take into account that learners have 
different learning styles

Tomlinson’s Introduction



12. Materials should take into account that learners differ 
in affective attitude

Tomlinson’s Introduction



13. Materials should permit a silent period at the start of 
instruction

Tomlinson’s Introduction



14. Materials should maximize learning potential

Tomlinson’s Introduction



15. Materials should not rely too much on controlled 
practice

Tomlinson’s Introduction



16. Materials should provide opportunities for outcome 
feedback

Tomlinson’s Introduction



Complete the table with 
examples of materials 
you have seen or used 
that fit with the 
recommendations made 
by Tomlinson.

TASK - pp.74-75



Course Book Evaluation (reading homework)

1. External Evaluation
2. Internal Evaluation
3. Overall Evaluation
Share your homework answers on page 80.



1. External Evaluation

• The ‘blurb’ (What are the aims & claims of the book?)
• Introduction and Table of Contents
• Intended audience
• Proficiency level
• Context of use
• Language presentation and organization
• Number of units / teaching hours
• Main core or supplementary? 
• Support and extra (CD, tests…) materials for teachers
• Index included?
• Attractiveness



2. Internal Evaluation

• Presentation and balance of skills
• Grading and sequencing of difficulty
• ‘Authentic’ or longer reading texts
• ‘Authentic’ listening texts
• ‘Authentic’ interaction tasks
• Balance of tests, exercises and tasks
• Learning styles
• Independent learning 
• Adaptability 



3. Overall Evaluation

• Usability factor: Core or supplementary? Alignment with course 
objectives?

• Generalizability factor: Suitability for a range of learners.

• Adaptability factor: Possibilities for modification, adding, 
subtracting?

• Flexibility factor: Usage, sequencing and grading.



Textbook evaluation

Task: 

In groups, we are going to look at a variety of textbooks and 
evaluate the content + consider how we might use them in our 
classroom setting. 

After analyzing 1~2 textbooks, you will present your findings to 
other groups and share your opinions and ideas about you would 
use and adapt the textbook.



PRACTICAL 
TECHNIQUE

Realia & Toys 

• tactile learners  
• meaningful 
• experience 
• demonstration 
• interactive

Magic Bag / Box 

• gets interest 
• good for curiosity 
• vocabulary 
• flashcards/realia



PRACTICAL 
TECHNIQUE

Task: Realia activities 

1. Decide the target language (vocabulary / expressions for 
your realia. 

2. Create a 3-4 step activity with your realia. Remember: 
input -> output 

3. Create a worksheet or printed material to use with the 
realia. 

4. Present to another group.



Ideas for Using Flashcards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9KebTgfLJI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9KebTgfLJI


Below are the learning characteristics of children.  Watch the 
beginning part of a lesson with a group of children by teacher 
trainer, Raymond Kerr.  How does he and his use of 
flashcards address learner needs?

• A child often...

• learns through doing things and through movement.

• likes using their imagination.

• learns fast, forgets fast.

• likes bright colours, animation characters etc.

Teaching vocabulary with flashcards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8e6Ld4sQks   (1:10 minutes)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8e6Ld4sQks


Review

• Use of TPR techniques to replicate children’s need to learn by 
doing and learning through movement.

• Encouraging prediction of possible pictures and words.

• Constant re-cycling of flashcards to reinforce children’s 
acquisition of vocabulary.

• Bright colourful flashcards with images that appeal to young 
learners to stimulate interest and create impact.



Materials HW for Next Week:

1. Read the Week 6 ‘Graves Coursebooks’ and 
answer the reading questions. 


